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reached him, he considered them as "by no means sustain-
ing the delightful promise of the opening ones. He was
a man of strong talents, and, though without anything
that could be called learning, of very respectable informa-
tion — greatly superior to what has, in this age, been
common in his profession; acute, earnest, eminently zeal-
ous in whatever he put his hand to; upright, honest, sin-
cere, and courageous. But as Constable owed his first
introduction to the upper world of literature and of so-
ciety in general to his Edinburgh Review, so did Black-
wood his to the Magazine, which has now made his name
familiar to the world — and at the period of which I
write, that miscellany was unborn; he was known only
as a diligent antiquarian bookseller of the old town of
Edinburgh, and the Scotch agent of the great London
publisher, Murray. The abilities, in short, which he
lived to develop, were as yet unsuspected — unless, per-
haps, among a small circle; and the knowledge of the
world, which so few men gather from anything but pain-
ful collision with various conflicting orders of their fel-
low-men, was not his. He was to the last plain and
blunt; at this time I can easily believe him to have been
so to a degree which Scott might look upon as "ungra-
cious"— I take the epithet from one of his letters to
James Ballantyne. Mr. Blackwood, therefore, upon
reading what seemed to him the lame and impotent con-
clusion of a well-begun story, did not search about for
any glossy periphrase, but atvonce requested James Bal-
lantyne to inform the unknown author that such was his
opinion. This might possibly have been endured; but
Blackwood, feeling, I have no doubt, a genuine enthu-
siasm for the author's fame, as well as a just tradesman's
anxiety as to his own adventure, proceeded to suggest
the outline of what would, in his judgment, be a better
upwinding of the plot of The Black Dwarf, and concluded
with announcing his willingness, in case the proposed
alteration were agreed to, that the whole expense of can-

